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1 . A system for self ctively setting a variable operating parameter in a vehicle 
comprising: 

a portable informatiori^torage device having a storage element, means for 
receiving information representative of a particular operating parameter and 
storing the received information on the storage element, and means for generating 
an output signal based on tmkstored information; and 

a vehicle interface connected tcNan on-board vehicle control system having the 
variable operating parameter, the\ehicle interface arranged to receive the output 
signal generated by the portable storage device for input to the on-board control 
system, wherein the on-board control system is arranged to set the variable 
operating value based on the informational the input signal. 



2. The system of 
off-board control \ysfc 



further comprising a non-vehicle interface connected to an 





arranged to receive the output signal generated by 
the portable stc^rag^cfdyice forinput to the off-board control system, wherein the 
off-board control sy^errTTs arranged to set a variable operating value based on the 
information in the input\ignal. 



3. The system of claim 
means for generating an 




n the means for receiving information and the 
signal are wireless communication devices. 
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4. The system of claim Vwherein the operating parameter comprises a user 
preference tor at least one of the following: radio preset; climate setting; seat 
position; mirror position; suspension setting; power train setting; cellular 
telephone preset; digital audio file play list; service/maintenance history or 
schedule; preferred service provider for an a non-vehicle provided service; 
authentication information for e-commerce; vehicle access control; calendar 
reminder; wireless a\cess setting such as Internet Service Provider (ISP); and vehicle 
service appointment scheduling based on a user's preferred day/location. 

5. A system for selectively^etting a variable user preference in a vehicle 
comprising: 

a portable information storage device arranged to receive and store information 
representative of at least one ufcer preference; and 
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a vehicle interface connected to an on-board vehicle system capable of being set in 
accordance with\ user preference, wherein the vehicle interface is arranged to 
receive user preference information from the portable storage device for input to 
the on-board vehicle sWem, and the on-board operating system is arranged to 
set the system based on tKeireceived user preference information. 

[c6] 6.The system of claim 5 further comprising a non-vehicle interface connected to an 

off-board system, ano\arrahged to/^eceive user preference information from the 
portable storage devace^c/iunaMx to the off-board operating system, wherein the 
off-board operating iys/erta is arranged to set the system based on the received 
user preference information. 

[c7] 7.The system of clai m ^ 'b^w^^^ n the portable information storage device and the 

vehicle interface are arjang^cTto communicate wirelessly. 

Ul 

[c8] 8.The system of filaim 5 wherein the user preference comprises at least one of the 
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following: radio preset; climate setting; seat position; mirror position; suspension 
H C\ Y\V setting; power train setting; cellular telephone preset; digital audio file play list; 

service/maintenanqe history or schedule; preferred service provider for an a non- 
vehicle provided service; authentication information for e-commerce; vehicle 
access control; calendar reminder; wireless access setting such as Internet Service 
Provider (ISP); and vehicle service appointment scheduling based on a user's 
preferred day/location. 

[c9] 9.A method of selectively getting a variable user preference in a vehicle comprising: 

determining at least one user preference; 

storing information representative of the at least one user preference on a portable 
information storage device; 

selectively recalling the user preference information stored on the portable 
information storage device; and 

setting an on-board vehicle systertj in accordance with the recalled user 
preference. 

[clO] lO.The method of claim ^fibj^r comprising setting a non-vehicle system in 

accordance with the recalrera user preference. 
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1 1 The method o£-elcfim 9 further comprising storing information representative of 
changes to the^trsef-ppefecence on the portable information storage device upon 
user command. 





comprising automatically storing information 
the user preference on the portable information 



1 2.The method of claim9Tu 
representative of c 
storage device. 

1 3. The method of claim 9 wherein the user preference comprises at least one of 
the fol lowing:! radio preset; climate setting; seat position; mirror position; 
suspension seeing; power train setting; cellular telephone preset; digital audio file 
play list; service^maintenance history or schedule; preferred service provider for an 
a non-vehicle provided service; authentication information for e-commerce; vehicle 
access control; calendar reminder; wireless access setting such as Internet Service 
Provider (ISP); and vtehicle service appointment scheduling based on a user's 
preferred day/ location. 

14. A portable information storage device for use with a system arranged to 
selectively set a variable operating parameter in a vehicle, said portable 
information storage device comprising: 
a storage element; 

means for receiving information representative of a particular operating parameter 
and storing the received information on the storage element; and 
means for generating an outpVt signal based on the stored information, wherein 
the portable information storag\ device is arranged to interface with an on-board 
vehicle control system having thewariable operating parameter, the on-board 
control system arranged to set the Variable operating value based on the 
information in the generated output\ignal. 



1 S.The storage device 
is arranged to interfac 
system is arranged to s 
the generated output signal 




ein the portable information storage device 
hide control system, the off-board control 
operating value based on the information in 



1 6The storage device of claira^K^WRerein the means for receiving information and 
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the means for generati 




output signal are wireless communication devices. 




1 7.The storabe device of claim 1 4 wherein the operating parameter comprises a 
user preference for at least one of the following: radio preset; climate setting; seat 
position; mirror position; suspension setting; power train setting; cellular 
telephone preset; akjital audio file play list; service/maintenance history or 
schedule; preferred sen/ice provider for an a non-vehicle provided service; 
authentication information for e-commerce; vehicle access control; calendar 
reminder; wireless access setting such as Internet Service Provider (ISP); and vehicle 
service appointment scheduling based on a user's preferred day/location. 
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